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Thanks, Senator Inhofe, for moving to restore basic fairness to potential costs of Ligado operations for ordinary Americans, many of whom are having a hard time getting by. 
Look at page 52 out of the 74-page FCC Order and Authorization on Ligado, released in April 2020. It says:
“We agree that it is critical to ensure that U.S. Government devices do not experience harmful interference. ……we adopt several requirements, including processes and conditions, to ensure that Ligado takes all necessary mitigation measures to prevent or remediate any potential harmful interference to U.S. Government devices, including devices used by the military, that are identified both pre- and post-deployment of Ligado’s network. The requirements that we are adopting are necessary and in the public interest and consistent with the Commission’s goal of ensuring successful co-existence between Ligado’s operations, GPS services, and other services on adjacent bands.”
Well, what about everyone else?

Cars
100 million cars in the US have GPS and satellite communication functions, for car navigation, or to tell your car company that something is wrong with the vehicle. If you need a new car navigation system, they start at $500 and can cost over $1,000. That’s $50 billion to $100 billion in all.
Trucks
About 8.5 million medium and heavy trucks have GPS systems, which are used for navigation, fleet management, routing, and electronic logging devices. The Ligado system could cost the average trucker $400 to replace a system. (A new Garmin device for a truck is about $400 from Crutchfield.) That’s $3.4 billion.
Tractors
GPS and satellite communication is used on tractors for farm planning, field mapping, soil sampling, crop scouting, and yield mapping. And farms have many tractors. You don’t want your tractors’ navigation systems to go down because of Ligado. It will cost the average farmer over $2,000 per tractor to replace the system, according to Barndoor.
Climate Change
Finally, we cannot accurately monitor climate change without GPS and satellite communication. That is the message from climate scientists.
The American Meteorological Society, the American Geophysical Union, and weather forecasting companies told the FCC that “Approving Ligado’s proposals will negatively impact real-time environmental and storm forecasts and will have direct consequences on the safety and well-being of the American people.”
Colorado School of Mines professor Matthew Siegfried spent nine summers in Antarctica (winters in the Northern hemisphere) setting up GPS field stations to take satellite measures to study Antarctic snowfall. “GPS underlies all climate change science research now. It is a critical piece of infrastructure that we can’t manage without,” he told me.
Thank you, Senator Inhofe, for standing up for ordinary Americans. If Ligado is going to damage satellite communication and GPS, it should pay the costs of ordinary Americans—not just the costs of the Federal government.



